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SUBJECT: KOREAN AMBASSADOR LEE RETURNING TO KOREA 

1. ALTER LESS THEN 18 MONTHS IN BERN, AMBASSADOR LEE 
TONG WON IS BEING RECALLED TO SEOUL. DEPARTURE HAS BEEN 
POSTPONED SEVERAL TIMES ALREADY, IS NOW SCHEDULED EOR 
JANUARY 25. LEE'S REPLACEMENT WILL BE DR. PARK KUN, 
CURRENTLY DCM IN WASHINGTON. 

2. AMBASSADOR LEE, A EORMER FOREIGN MINISTER AND PROMINENT 
POLITICIAN, HAD MADE CLEAR TO US ON PAST OCCASIONS THAT HE 
HAD NOT WANTED TO COME TO BERN IN EIRST PLACE AND THAT HE 
WAS BORED IN HIS "EXILE." HE HAD PONDERED WHETHER TO 
RETURN TO KOREA TO RESUME POLITICAL ACTIVITY, BUT WAS 

NOT SURE WHETHER TIME WAS PROPITOUS. 

3. ALTER HIS RECALL TO KOREA, AMBASSADOR LEE ATTEMPTED 
TO SEND HIS CHILDREN TO HIS BROTHER-IN-LAW IN THE U.S. 

THIS DID NOT WORK OUT AND HE THEN DECIDED TO PUT THEM 
INTO SCHOOL IN JAPAN. MRS. LEE HAS BEEN AILING AND UNDER 
MEDICAL TREATMENT IN KOREA EOR SOME TIME, BUT IS SUPPOSED 
TO JOIN CHILDREN OUTSIDE OE KOREA AS SOON AS HEALTH PERMITS. 
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4. WE HAVE TRIED WITHOUT SUCCESS TO GET IN TOUCH WITH 
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AMBASSADOR LEE DURING PAST DAYS TO INQUIRE ABOUT HIS PLANS. 
IT ALMOST SEEMS THAT HE IS AVOIDING US AT THIS JUNCTURE. 
PERCIVAL 
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